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The Epilepsy Center of
Northwest Ohio celebrated
30 years of service to the

community for clients of all ages
and their families who are affected
by epilepsy on April 19, 2008. This
fun event was hosted at Stone Oak
Country Club beginning at 7 p.m., and offered a wonderful
dinner and dancing with music provided by East River
Drive. The event was emceed by 13 ABC’s Tony Geftos.

The Epilepsy Center was proud to have “Mighty Mike”
Simmel of the Harlem Wizards Basketball Team as they
keynote speaker. Mike himself has epilepsy and brought a
great spirit on how people with epilepsy can live prosperous,
active lives. Mike dazzled us with a few moves with the
basketball as he often does when speaking around the
country.

“Mighty Mike” Simmel has been a member of the
Harlem Wizards professional basketball team and a
featured show performer at halftimes since 2001. He is
also a national spokesman for Epilepsy Awareness. Over
the past six years, Mike has been the Keynote Speaker at
many Epilepsy Foundation affiliated special events as
well as performed and spoke at many camps for children
with both epilepsy and special needs across the country.
Mike constantly looks to donate his time and talents
encouraging and advocating for people, especially children,
who have epilepsy and other disabilities.

The event also included a small silent auction that includ-
ed fabulous items such as a lunch with Jay Davis at the
ESPN studio in Connecticut, an autographed basketball
and T-shirt from the entire Harlem Wizards basketball
team, a round of golf at The Inverness Club for 3, fine
wine baskets to enjoy with friends, and more. Also on
hand was one of The Epilepsy Center’s own putting
greens from their annual Practically a Golf Tournament

The Third Annual ‘Golf for Andy’
Returns to Bedford Hills

Andy Bolbach lived with epilepsy most of his life and
13 years ago at the young age of 22 died
unexpectedly in his sleep. The Golf for Andy

event, which took place July 26th at Bedford Hills Golf
Course, not only was a wonderful celebration of Andy’s
life, but it also raised money for both Central Catholic
High School in the form of a scholarship in Andy’s name
and The Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio.

Andy was a compassionate, determined person who
wanted people to have a better understanding of epilepsy
and just before his passing he was starting to do just that.
He had spoken to doctors and nurses about his epilepsy
and the brain surgery he underwent in October of 1994
which left him nearly seizure free for the year before he
died. The Bolbach family felt by involving The Epilepsy
Center they could continue to carry on Andy’s dream of
educating people about this disability and to further
research ways to help people with epilepsy live full,
functioning lives. The Epilepsy Center team, including
Board member Mike Blair and former Executive Director
Chad Bringman, was awarded a prize for “a team who didn’t
win anything, and probably didn’t have a very good score,”
according to the Bolbach family. The prize pack of Central
Catholic clothing was donated to clients served by The
Epilepsy Center.

Donations made to The Epilepsy Center by the event will
be used to continue to provide quality services to our
community clients, including support groups, prescription
assistance, education, and children’s services. To learn how
to get involved with the 4th Annual Golf for Andy event, visit
www.golfforandy.org. 

The Epilepsy Center Celebrates
Three Decades of Caring

with an opportunity to beat golf pro Mike Pollick from
Fallen Timbers Golf Course.

The evening was a fitting celebration in honor of the
thirty years of service to the northwest Ohio area and we
look forward to expanding on the event in years to come!



2 Fall 2008

Dear Friends,

I am very excited for this opportunity to inform you of all
the tremendous things happening here at The Epilepsy
Center of Northwest Ohio. We have just finished our 30th
year in business, and recognized this great achievement
with a celebration of our clients, staff, volunteers, and
donors at Stone Oak Country Club. 

It is hard to believe that The Epilepsy Center of
Northwest Ohio has now served our thirteen-county
region for three decades! The Epilepsy Center began as
the private dream of a small group of concerned parents
of children with epilepsy who wanted to provide a better
quality of life and a secure future for their children and
others in the community affected by seizure disorders.
The Center was incorporated in 1977 to serve people with
epilepsy and their families, initially providing information
and referral services, counseling, case management,
social andeducational services. The years have flown by!  

As we look forward to the next 30 years and beyond, we
continue to work very hard to tailor our services to fit the
needs of the community. Our mission is to help improve
the lives of everyone who is affected by epilepsy. It is
important to mention that some of our faces have
changed, our organizational structure looks different,
and our approach has evolved. However, it is equally
important to mention that despite this restructuring, the
services we provide, the clients we serve, and our mission,
remains the same.  

The future certainly looks bright for The Epilepsy Center
of Northwest Ohio. We’ve seen the addition of new
programs recently, including Adult Day Services,
Supported Employment, and Non Medical Transportation.
Plans are underway for several new and exciting fundraisers
including a fashion show and a basketball tournament
with local celebrities. We continue to expand our activities
to serve more clients, to increase awareness and educate
more people about epilepsy, to lobby for better legal
protection of persons with epilepsy and other disabilities,
and to partner with other agencies regionally and nationally.

None of what we do could be possible without the amazing
staff, volunteers, and Board of Trustees implementing the
amazing services that we offer. 

All of our staff at The Epilepsy Center looks forward to
getting to know you better. Please consider us your
friends and understand that we operate with an open-
door policy. If you have ideas or can provide us with
contacts that can assist us with optimizing our services,
please contact me directly. We are very excited about all
that is happening here at The Epilepsy Center and I am
confident that you will share in this excitement as well!

Best Regards,
Krista D. Nieman
Interim Executive Director

Community Profile
Krystal Albright

On June 12, 2008,
21-year-old Krystal
Albright underwent

a surgical procedure that
she hoped would change
her life forever. After fifteen
other surgeries since the
age of six months and being
diagnosed with epilepsy in
sixth grade, she wasn’t sure that she was ready for another
operation that might not work. She also knew, however, that
she could not obtain full seizure control from medication
alone.

In 2007, Krystal’s doctor suggested that she and her family
visit the Cleveland Clinic to determine if better seizure
control was possible. The doctors suggested a procedure

called a right frontal lobectomy surgery. The idea was that if
the area of her brain where seizures originated could be
removed, she would have a chance at becoming seizure-free
for the first time in more than ten years. 

In the months that followed, Krystal underwent a battery of
tests to determine if she was a good candidate for surgery.
After multiple EEGs, a PET scan, neuropsychology
evaluations, psychosocial evaluations, and MRIs, a panel of
40 physicians determined without a doubt that Krystal was
an ideal candidate for the surgery. A few weeks later, the
Albright family decided to give it a try after weighing all of
the risks and benefits of the procedure.

After three seizures on the morning of the surgery, Krystal
was taken into the operating room where the surgeons
removed her right hippocampus and the surrounding brain
tissue. After a long recovery time, Krystal began to see the
effects of the procedure. To date, Krystal has been
completely seizure-free since June 12. She plans to go back
to her doctor in December, where it might be possible for
her to begin the process of getting her driver’s license.
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The Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio, along with
sister foundations throughout the state held the
third annual State Capitol Day on April 16, 2008.

Working together, the organizations provided advocacy
training for all in attendance then accompanied
participants across the street to the Ohio Statehouse
where they met with senators and representatives to bring
front and center the needs and issues facing Ohioans
living with epilepsy.

The focus of the day was on the Epilepsy Right to Know
Bill, proposed legislation that would require a pharmacist
to notify the patient and the prescribing physician if the
drug dispensed is different in any way than the drug
prescribed. Medication stability is hugely important to
individuals living with epilepsy, as minor changes can
have a catastrophic effect on seizure control.

One main message in advocating for this bill is that we are
simply asking pharmacists to notify the patient of
changes. This bill does not require consent, because
consent may delay treatment. Unfortunately, using the
D.A.W. (dispense as written) code only applies to brand
name medications and does not cover generic medications.

We continue to need support from everyone to ensure
that this very important piece of legislation is passed. To
get involved, please take time to write your local legislator
asking for his/her support. A hand written letter makes a
great deal of influence!

Please contact Krista Nieman at 419-867-5950 if you have a story
about your medication being switched without your knowledge and
had effects as a result. Let us help you share your story!

Epilepsy Services Network 
of Ohio Holds Day Devoted 
to Advocacy The 19th Annual Family

Camp was held this year
at Camp Libbey in

Defiance, Ohio from August 1-3.
More than 60 campers showed
up for three days of education,
fun, games, and sunshine. The
theme of this year’s camp was “Summer Stars,” focusing on
self-esteem, personal empowerment, and being a star!

Camp started Friday night with an ice cream social and ice
breaker activities to help everyone get to know each other.

Saturday morning started off with breakfast, followed by arts
and crafts with the kids and an educational seminar for the
parents. This year’s speaker was Dr. L. John Greenfield,
President of the Board of Trustees. More than twenty
volunteers were on hand once again from Defiance College
to help out where needed. In the evening, DJ Chuck came
out for a Karaoke Talent Show featuring our kids and
volunteers. An egg race, egg fight, popsicles, and a bonfire
rounded out a long day full of fun. 

As always, it was sad to leave our families on Sunday
morning after camp. Every year we see the same campers
joined by new ones, and it helps us build relationships and
continue to offer services to people affected by epilepsy!

Thank you to everyone that helped make Family Camp 2008
“Summer Stars” a success! A special thank you goes out to
UCB Pharma, who made it possible for all of our campers to
attend free of charge as the result of a very generous grant.

Planning is already underway for Family Camp 2009
“Blast from the Past!” To celebrate 20 years of camp, we’re
planning on reliving some of our greatest moments from
the two decades. Please contact us at 419-867-5950 if you
have a special request. We’ll try to incorporate as much as
possible. Mark your calendars now for the first weekend in
August!

Come Be Your Own Star!

Residential Highlight
Patti Vliet

Patti has been receiving services from The Epilepsy
Center of Northwest Ohio since December 1991
when she moved into the Barbara Jean McDonagh

home on Parkside Blvd. In her years living at BJM, she was
able to achieve a great level of independence in her daily
life and became very active within her community. She has
been a member of the neighborhood block watch
committee as well as an avid attendee of Gesu Church
right across the street.

In March 2008 Patti was able to achieve her goal of
moving out of a group home and into the community
when she was awarded a Martin Waiver from the state of
Ohio. With the assistance of her sister and brother, Patti
was able to find a 3 bedroom home in the community and
moved in with two other housemates, where she receives
24 hour services from what she calls “fun and nice” staff. 

Patti reports that she loves her new house and likes that
she is able to still come to The Epilepsy Center Adult Day
Services program a few days a week to see her friends.
Congratulations to Patti on all that you have achieved!
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There was no mistaking the sound of excitement and
anticipation at Westfield Franklin Park on February
14 as more than 100 golfers prepared to tee off on

the 20th annual Practically a Golf Tournament. The
tournament started with a shotgun start at 12 p.m. and the
fun continued for several hours as the teams completed the
course and went on to the clubhouse at The Clauddagh Irish
Pub, were snacks and drinks were generously provided for
each of the golfers. The winning team from Fox Toledo
News consisted of Howard Chen, Karl Rundgren, Mike
Morrison, and Tiffany Tarpley.

The PGT Tournament continued that evening and on
February 15 with the Corporate Foursomes. More than 20
teams competed for the coveted six-foot trophy and $400
cash prize. The top 9 teams were invited back to Westfield
Franklin Park on Friday evening for a chance at bragging
rights. Coming in first place for the second year in a row was
the team from Arthur Hills & Associates. The Arthur Hills
team is the first team in tournament history to get three
victories under their belts. Second place in the tournament
went to the team from the Mercy College Health Care
Administration program, led by past Epilepsy Center staff
members Chad Bringman and Dan Hoppe. Plante Moran
came in third by just a few strokes.

Next up in this exciting event was the School Tournament,
where the team from Archbold High School came in first
place by a landslide! This exciting day was followed up with
the fourth annual Family Fun Day. This year’s Family Fun
Day was sponsored by Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Northwest Ohio, and featured special appearances by
Ronald McDonald and Tabby, as well as our very own Trigger
and Polka Dot!

Many Thank Yous to everyone for helping with the 2008
PGT! All golf holes for the event were sponsored by various
builders and architects, many of whom took the time out of
their busy schedules to transport holes to and from Westfield

PGT ‘08 Marks 20 Years of History Did you know that you can raise money for The
Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio with almost no
effort? Three exciting new options are available to

you, and it won’t cost you a cent!

GoodSearch.com

What if The Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio earned a
penny every time you searched the Internet? Or how about
if a percentage of every purchase you made online went to
support our cause? Well, now it can! 

GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine
that donates half its advertising revenue, about a penny per
search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just as you
would any search engine, get quality search results from
Yahoo, and watch the donations add up! 

GoodShop.com

GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which
donates up to 37 percent of each purchase to your favorite
cause! Hundreds of great stores including Amazon, Target,
Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy’s and Barnes & Noble have
teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an
order, you’ll be supporting your favorite cause. 

Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter The
Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio as the charity you want
to support. And, be sure to spread the word! 

MissionFish.com

MissionFish helps nonprofits fundraise on eBay. The
combination of our technology and nonprofit expertise,
plus eBay’s active global community, forms the eBay Giving
Works program. It allows sellers to give proceeds from their
sales to a favorite nonprofit, and helps nonprofits raise
funds by selling on eBay too. Nonprofits can also receive
donations from eBay users through the Donate Now
feature, which lets anyone with a PayPal account donate to
nonprofits right away –without buying or selling anything.

Give it a try, and help support our agency!

Raise Money for The Epilepsy Center

Franklin Park. We’d like to thank all of our thoughtful
sponsors who donated their time, money and gifts, without
which this event would not be possible. We also would like to
thank the media for all the coverage we received. Without
the media, we wouldn’t be able to spread our educational
awareness throughout the community and get participants
to our event. And last but not least, we’d like to thank all of
our wonderful volunteers who so generously donated their
time and talent to assist in making this event run seamlessly;
we can’t thank you enough!
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The following contributions have been made between
April 1, 2007 and May 31, 2008. If your name is not
listed and you have made a contribution during this time,
we apologize for the oversight. Please contact Mary Jo
Zeisloft at 419-867-5950 and we will acknowledge your
gift in the next issue.

AGT Hole Sponsors
The Delp Company
Fallen Timbers Fairways
Glass City Federal Credit Union
Kurt Nielsen Photography
Maxx Grafx
OYM Consulting
Pepsi America’s
WT05 Toledo’s CW
WTVG 13 ABC 

AGT Prize Sponsors/Donations
Bennett Enterprises
Bennett Management
Bravo!
Fricker’s
Glass City Federal Credit Union
Hooters
Huntington Bank
Minuteman Press
Kurt Nielsen Photography
Toledo Mud Hens
WT05

Annual Campaign
Tim Perna
Charles & Kathy Helmick

In honor of Perso & Helmick Family
Carolyn Schell
Nola Whittington

In honor of Amanda Homberger
In honor of Robert Myers
In honor of Teri Jones

Leon & Ellen Williams

Family Camp Sponsors
Buckeye CableSystem & Par 2 Putt-Putt
Fairgreen Presbyterian Church (USA)
Dr. L. John Greenfield
Promedica Health System
UCB, Inc.

General Donations
Allstate Giving Campaign (3x)
William & Vicki Applebaum
Fred Brink
Carolyn Chapman
Vincent Croci & Pfizer United Way Campaign (2x)
Charles Gilsdorf (2x)
Golf for Andy – Bolbach & Macy Families
Charles & Gretchen Hartlage
Heart of West Michigan United Way
Arthur W. Hills
Ideate Technologies

In Kind
Network Services
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Sandra Lukasiewicz
Point Place VFW Post 3265
St. Patrick of Heatherdowns Church
Thornton Insurance Agency (3x)
TolTest, Inc.
United Way of Defiance County
Wellpoint Foundation – Associate Giving Campaign (2x)
Nola Whittington

Winners of the TolTest Golf Tournament
Aaron Bieszczard
Dave Fowler
Steve Morr
Todd Myers

Honorarium Donations
Team Delp – Employees of The Delp Company

In Honor of Tom & Megan Hopkins

Contributors

Disclaimer: The articles and information provided in 
The TorchLight by contributing writers do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of The Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio.
The information published is not intended to diagnose or
prescribe, but is provided for the purpose of disseminating
educational information related to The Epilepsy Center, its
clients and supporters.

Nola Whittington
In Honor of Jim & Jen Jones Birthdays
In Honor of Michele Myers

Memorial Donations
In Memory of Alfred Carr
Don & Dorothy Carter
Phyllis M. Beaverson
Wayne & Roseanne Beaverson
George & Linda Burtch
Paul & Karen Hannan
Carla Horst
Gerald Koenig
John & Frances Link
Jeff & Stephanie Mabrey
Robert & Kathryn Mockenstrum
Joseph & Maryann Nyitray
John & Pat Pokrzywa
Nancy Puszczewicz
Mary J. Thomas

In Memory of Charles Clark, Sr.
Lynda K. Clark

In Memory of Jenny Harris 
Andrew Dirmeyer
Craig & Carol Edwards
Richard & Patricia Elwood
Fred & Kristie Reichert
Harvey & Cathy Wilkins
Katie Tolin & Sean Venosdale

In Memory of Chaz Johnson
Cooper Tire Mill Room Employees
William & Becky Dawson
Monica Hiris
Barb Kochheiser
Fred Laube
Jason & Sandra Laube
Daniel & Sharon Routzon
Candice & Ronald Tong

In Memory of Kerry Russell
Diana L. West
Benny & Sandra Wilkerson

In Memory of Derek Thomas
Neurodevelopmental Center of NWO, Inc.
NWO Foundation
IBM International Business Machines

Corporation
Donna Woods
Mary Jo Zeisloft

One-Stop Sponsorship
Bostleman Corporation
Great Lake Risk Management

PGT
Ray & Anita Lopez-Arce
Donations Collected by Bowsher High School Students
Romauldo “Romie” Brown – State Farm Insurance Co.
Clay High School Students
The Delp Company
Huntington National Bank
Iron Workers Local #55
Dr. Boyd Kauffman
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Kurt Nielsen Photography
OMNICARE
RMS of Ohio, Inc.
Sam’s Club Foundation
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP
Wal-Mart
Winners of the 2008 PGT –

Sponsored by Arthur Hills, Inc.
Ken “Gunner” Gibson
Joel “Wowski” Hornickei
Scotty “Trout” Fisher
Ken “Crossbow” Williams

Program Services
Kids on the Block - Stephen & Cathy Bazeley
Kids on the Block Grant - Stranahan Foundation

United Way of Fulton County
Shannon Briskeg
John Finney
Gloria Thompson

United Way of Henry County
Elizabeth Covarrubias
Jim Davis
James Keiffer
Mayra May
Mary Ann Mendez

United Way of Greater Toledo
Allison Ames
Anonymous (2x)
Justin Barnes
David T. Brown
Betty Jane Csehi
Caroline Faber
Alex Gerken
Jennifer Janowiecki
Jeffrey Joyce
Janet Kipfer
Cheryl Lightfoot
Christopher Martinez
Diane Meckfessel
Lisa Lyn Meyer
Terry Moore
Krista Nieman
Joseph Orwig, Jr.
Jeffrey Snyder
Thomas Stephens
Sandra Stover
Cheryl Tam

Fundraising at ECNWO
for United Way of Greater Toledo
Great Clips – Haircut
Dan Hoppe – Pizza Party for winner of the Penny Wars
Imperial Lanes - Bowling Passes
National Amusements - Movie Passes 

30th Anniversary Gala
Bella Brie
Bostleman Corp.
The Delp Company
Fallen Timbers Golf Course
Alex Gerken
Great Lakes Risk Management
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
MT Business Technologies
Omnicare, Inc.
Kurt Nielson Photography
Leigh Ann & Gary Nieman
Susie Nowak
Kelly Noward
OneSource Benefit Solutions
Sophie’s Sister
Tootsie’s
UCB Inc.
University of Toledo Foundation
UTMC – Dept. of Neurology
Weber-O’Brien
Lilly Whitestone

Car Wash Volunteers
Ruth Canfield
Frances Clinton
JoRita Fox
Kiana Garvey
Faron Garvey
Carolyn Karlovetz
Sylvester Lantz
Krista Nieman 
Olga Ruiz
Elena Ruiz-Krause
Elena’s Friend
Shannon Stutts
Laura Toth
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The mission of The Epilepsy

Center of Northwest Ohio is

to improve the lives of

people affected by epilepsy.

Our Vision:

People with epilepsy will

attain the highest quality of

life and gain full acceptance

and understanding from the

community.
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Wish List
The Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio
is always looking for ways to help
improve the lives of our clients affected
by epilepsy. You might just have the
things we need to do so! Please contact
419-867-5950 if you are interested in
donating any of the following:

Board games Card games
Art supplies Gardening supplies
Paint Carpet cleaning machine
CDs and DVDs Vacuum cleaner
Gently used furniture (sofas, armchairs,
and dressers)

We are also in need of volunteers to
help us paint the Jean Scott Furney
group home. Contact 419-867-5950 if
you’re interested in loaning us your
time!

The Epilepsy Center of Northwest
Ohio Board of Trustees
L. John Greenfield, President
Susie Nowak, Vice-President
Alex Gerken, Secretary
Terry Moore, Treasurer
Mike Blair
Ben Goff
Patrice Kelley
Michael Leake
Patrick Paule

Epilepsy Foundation of Northwest
Ohio Board of Trustees
David Williams, President
Alex Gerken, Treasurer
Jennifer Hildebrand, Secretary


